William (Will) Pridgen
March 21, 1985 - November 21, 2019

William (Will) Pridgen, age 34, passed away on Thursday, November 21, 2019 at his
home in Atlanta, GA, following an almost five-year battle with brain cancer.
Will was born on March 21, 1985 in Calhoun, GA and was a 2003 graduate of Calhoun
High School, where he was the first Stinger mascot from 2002 until 2003. He then
graduated from the Art Institute of Atlanta in 2007 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in graphic
design. His entire working career was with Autotrader in Atlanta and Seattle.
Will is survived by: his parents, Julia and Dave Olsen of Calhoun, GA, and Carla Pridgen
of Asheville, NC; his sister, Misty Olsen Greene of Sacramento, CA and her two children,
Erik and Lily; his brother, Daniel Olsen of Chattanooga, TN; and large extended family. In
addition, he also shared his life with many close friends who were also family to him.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 2 PM at Calhoun
First Baptist Church.
The family will receive friends on Saturday, December 14th from 12 PM until the
celebration of life at 2 PM at Calhoun First Baptist Church.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Will’s memory are welcome to the Southeastern Brain
Tumor Foundation.
You may leave the family online condolences at www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home oversees arrangements for William (Will) Pridgen.

Events
DEC
14

Visitation

12:00PM - 02:00PM

Calhoun First Baptist Church
411 College Street, Calhoun, GA, US, 30701

DEC
14

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Calhoun First Baptist Church
411 College Street, Calhoun, GA, US, 30701

Comments

“

I met Will when I began working at Autotrader where I came to understand the very
positive reputation and relationship he enjoyed with all of his coworkers. In addition
to being exceptionally creative and technically skilled he was genuine, proactively
helpful, and easy to get along with. I got to know him better while working on a
special departmental project and I quickly came to appreciate both his sharp intellect
and quick wit (he could be very funny). He made all of us better coworkers and
humans and I will miss him.

Casey - December 14, 2019 at 06:59 PM

“

Thank you, Casey. Will loved working at Autotrader and spoke highly of his coworkers. So
glad you got to know and enjoy him. Julia
Julia Olsen - December 16, 2019 at 09:45 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of William (Will) Pridgen.

December 13, 2019 at 05:02 PM

“

Will and I started at Autotrader the same day in Seattle. We had lunch together and I
remember thinking how nice he was. He had dreams and was excited about the
future. He loved it when I would give him artistic freedom if he was building ads for a
client and he always went above and beyond! He was always kind to me and he
knew I needed that. Rest In Peace Will. Prayers and condolences to the family,
especially mom and dad

Janet Aram - December 07, 2019 at 01:19 AM

“

Thank you, Janet. Will loved his time working in Seattle. So glad you were a part of that
adventure with him. Julia
Julia Olsen - December 09, 2019 at 09:29 PM

“

I have never met Will in person but we always great conversation over the phone,
email, Facebook messenger. It always was like we knew each other since childhood.
He was always so positive and trying find a solution, inviting to try new things. He
was one of the people easy to follow along. He was one of those humans that will
really truly miss by everyone. Miss you Will. I wish I had the pleasure to meet for real
in the last 15 years of our friendship.

Emilie - December 05, 2019 at 11:15 PM

“

Thank you, Emilie. I'm so glad you enjoyed a relationship with Will. I wish you could have
met him too. He was definitely unforgettable! Julia
Julia Olsen - December 06, 2019 at 08:57 AM

“

Only met Will 5 years ago, but feel as though I've been in his life since birth. Will had
that way of enveloping you into his life and making you feel you WERE his life. Wise,
beyond his years, vibrant (contagiously so), and thoughtful enough to fill all the
oceans on this planet.
When I last saw Will in October, despite the progression of the disease, he was still
on the top of his game and determined to be involved in the scripting of the final
stages of his life; focused on what he needed to do before this disease took his
ability to communicate with family.
How is it that someone so young, can make so many difficult end of life decisions; let
along do them with such grace and sophistication! Sending much love to you all
(Julia, Dave, Carla, Misty) and wrapping you in hugs.

Geri Shaffer - December 02, 2019 at 06:06 PM

“

Geri, you were special indeed to Will. Thank you for all your support, encouragement, and
recognition of one very precious and unique guy! Much love to you! Julia
Julia Olsen - December 03, 2019 at 07:45 PM

“

I am sad to hear of Will's passing. He was a student of mine at Calhoun High, and I
remember him fondly. He was a super student, but more importantly, a kind and
thoughtful young man. My thoughts and prayers are with the family during this
difficult time. I hope it helps in some small way to know he was treasured by so
many.
~ Barbara Bishop

Barbara Bishop - December 01, 2019 at 09:00 PM

“

Thank you, Barbara, for your sweet comments and for your influence in Will's life. He will
be missed! Julia
Julia Olsen - December 02, 2019 at 03:00 PM

“

Thank you for being vocal, Barbara. Will was a friend of mine and a dear friend of my wife
Jodi’s here in the Seattle area. A true southern gentleman with a soul, flair, appreciation for,
and vision for all things artistic; Will was a devoted friend and lover of living life. He will be
missed. He will be REMEMBERED. I stand here in Sammamish, WA today with a tear in
my eye in loving tribute and standing ovation until my hands bleed for a life well lived with
passion and zeal. To you, Will... Rest in beautiful peace, my Brother.
John Haile - December 02, 2019 at 04:08 PM

“

Thank you, John. You have definitely warmed this mom's heart. Will definitely had the most
incredible friends! Julia
Julia Olsen - December 03, 2019 at 07:46 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I met Will in the past through Sally and know he was a
special young man. I am keeping all of you in my thoughts and prayers.

Angela Sutton Furniss - December 01, 2019 at 12:34 PM

“

Thank you, Angela. So glad you had the opportunity to meet Will. Julia
Julia Olseln - December 02, 2019 at 02:58 PM

“

I am so thankful that I met Will through Acro years ago. We bonded over Calhoun
(my family's from there) and laughed a lot at his stories of growing up there. We both
loved food and he had such a way with words in how to describe them, just a way
with words in general, and I'm glad we had our dinners (especially when we was all
dapper in a vest and jacket). We both loved art. He would send me ideas and
photography he loved. He always loved my dress up pics, lol. I am so grateful I got to
experience Seattle a bit through his eyes, he just lit up and you could tell he loved
showing us his old haunts and the things he loved there. From the moment I met
him, I knew he was different. An old, wise soul in a young body. He shined
compassion and kindness and joy in a way that is really rare in this world and I think
he just had it figured out. He was light and I feel like for those who met him, if even
once, we came a little out of the darkness because of him. I'm sending lots of love to
the family and Carla and Misty and just hope I can make it to celebrate a life that was
really lived.

Jessica Taylor - November 28, 2019 at 09:37 PM

“

Jessica, thank you so much for your incredible insights into Will and for sharing your
precious times with him. You have him pegged perfectly! You have warmed this mom's
heart. Hope you'll come to his Celebration on December 14. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 29, 2019 at 09:06 AM

“

JULIA AND FAMILY
WE ARE SO SORRY ABOUT WILL. HE WAS AN
EXCEPTIONAL YOUNG MAN.
OUR THOUGHTS ARE PRAYERS ARE WITH YOU;
SINCERELY
LYNN AND LINDA WALTER

LINDA WALTER - November 28, 2019 at 05:10 PM

“

Linda, thank you so much! Will was indeed exceptional. He loved you and Coach Walter.
Back last fall he was in Calhoun and we had stopped by the Presbyterian Church to see if
they had pumpkins for sale and while there, Coach Walter bicycled through the parking lot.
Will was SO excited to have the opportunity to talk with him! Hope you can make it to the
Celebration on December 14. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 29, 2019 at 09:13 AM

“

Lynn purchased the Small Garden Dish for the family of William (Will) Pridgen.

Lynn - November 28, 2019 at 01:43 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of William (Will) Pridgen.

November 28, 2019 at 03:11 AM

“

I had the privilege of teaching Wil at Calhoun High. He was bright, creative, funny,
just a joy to be around. I saw his posts towards the end of his battle with the disease
that took his life. He was still as vibrant and just as full of life as he was all those
years ago when I was his teacher. In the end, Wil taught me that no matter your
obstacles, no matter the hand you’re dealt in life, you have to live that life to the
fullest. Wil was my student, but he taught me more about life and living than just
about anyone I’ve ever known. I’m a better person for having known him, and the
world was a better place because he was here.

Allen Lester - November 28, 2019 at 01:54 AM

“

Thank you, Allen, for those sweet words and thank you for giving him learning experiences
in high school. Hope you will join us for the Celebration on December 14. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 28, 2019 at 08:32 AM

“

I never met Will, I only heard of his story through his love of Dave Matthews Band,
something we shared in common. I thought of him often and prayed for him. I’m so
sorry the world lost such a kind and amazing human being. Prayers and peace for
his family and friends at this time. The world needs more Wills.

Cheryl Brock - November 27, 2019 at 11:07 PM

“

Thank you, Cheryl. Will was indeed an amazing guy! And he definitely loved his Dave
Matthews music! We appreciate your prayers. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 28, 2019 at 08:35 AM

“

I remember Will as a gifted designer. One particular story stuck with me....Every day
our User Experience group (about 12 of us) would meet and share the work we were
in or just out of. One day, we were reacting to the Autotrader website, which showed
a man sitting at a cafe looking at a newspaper. It didn't feel right, something was
amiss. There was much gristling and grumping going on, but no one could articulate
what was wrong with the image or what could be done to fix it. Then Will spoke up,
and explained that if the design were to focus in on the man's smiling face, the
emotion from the man would be conveyed and then it would "work". He then brought
up the image on the big screen and sized it to show where it should be. Everyone,
including myself, just sat and shook their heads - he was right. I will always
remember that day, and I'll miss Will. I send my deepest condolences to his family.

Ernest Son - November 27, 2019 at 10:49 PM

“

Oh, Ernest, thank you so much for that wonderful memory! I'm so glad you had the joy of
working with Will. Hope you'll come to the Celebration on December 14. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 28, 2019 at 08:36 AM

“

I never had the chance to “meet” Will. I “met” him on the interwebs of the DMB family.
I noticed that his light continued to shine bright throughout his journey - no matter
what. It was very apparent that he was an amazing human and everyone who he
encountered seemed to radiate because of him. Prayers to all.

sara shaw meyer - November 27, 2019 at 09:22 PM

“

Thank you, Sara, for your comforting comments. He truly was an amazing human. So glad
you had that connection through the DMB music. Thank you for the prayers. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 28, 2019 at 08:39 AM

“

Carla, so sorry to learn of the death of your son. You and your family are in my
thoughts and prayers. Love, Kay Callihan Benton

kay Benton - November 27, 2019 at 04:48 PM

“

“

Thank you, Kay. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 28, 2019 at 08:40 AM

I’m so sorry for your loss. I learned about Will through his love of Dave Matthews.
From what I saw, he was a fighter and kept a positive attitude. There are a lot of
people thinking about him and his family/friends

Megs Helling - November 27, 2019 at 03:33 PM

“

Thank you, Megs, for seeing the true spirit of Will. And, yes, he did love his Dave Matthews
music! Thank you for thinking of us all. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 28, 2019 at 08:43 AM

“

Carla, so sad to hear about your son....had no idea of his medical condition. Please
know you are in my prayers . Love and hugs, Becky Pickens (Methusla)

Becky Pickens - November 27, 2019 at 01:14 PM

“
“

Becky, thank you. Julia
Julia Olsen - November 28, 2019 at 08:44 AM

Julia, I have just learned of your loss. Please accept Anne and my deepest sympathies,
knowing that you are in our prayers. We never knew Will; however, we know he must have
been a fine young man having you as his mother. God's Blessings on you and yours - now
and always. - Ken Goss
Ken Goss - January 06, 2020 at 01:30 PM

